LEONARD William

contributed by Christine Jenden, chris.jenden@gmail.com
g. g. granddaughter of William LEONARD,
and g. granddaughter of John Harris LEONARD and Emma Jane FRIEND.

How does a young man living in Nelson, married with children, respected in both the Nelson Catholic
community and the wider Nelson community, die in Onehunga, and get buried in the Onehunga
Anglican Church Cemetery under a totally different family name, whilst his Nelson wife remained in the
dark as to his whereabouts or fate?

The story begins in 1840 and ends in 1869.

William LEONARD was born in 1840. He married Hannah (Sophie Anna) WARBURTON on 25 Feb 1862
in Saint Mary's Catholic Church, Nelson. (Hannah's Marriage Certificate has her name as Sophie Anna
Warburton).

Hannah WARBURTON (daughter of Samuel WARBURTON and Mary SHAW) was born on 9 September
1841 in Hale, Altrincham, County of Chester, Manchester, England. Aged 15 years, she came to New
Zealand, together with her three aunts, Hannah, Sarah and Harriet SHAW, sailing on the ship Martaban
from Gravesend, London on 16 June 1856, arriving in Auckland on 8 October 1856. When she married
William Leonard in 1862, Hannah was a ‘dressmaker’.

Whilst living in Nelson, William and Hannah gave birth to 6 children (3 of whom died as infants):
Mary Ellen LEONARD (1863-1863) died as an infant, aged 10 weeks
Emily Margaret LEONARD  (1864-1928) married Arthur John TUBMAN
William Henry LEONARD (1865-1865) died as an infant, aged 3 weeks
George William LEONARD  (b.2 Dec 1866) date of death unknown

John Harris LEONARD (1868-1940) married Emma Jane FRIEND
Mary Anna LEONARD (1869-1870) died as an infant, aged 8 months, 4 months after her
father’s death

An older son Thomas Francis LEONARD (1859-1926) was born to Hannah, prior to William and
Hannah’s marriage in 1862 (William was not Thomas Francis’ father; James ALLEN was).

On their Marriage Certificate William LEONARD’s occupation was given as a ‘labourer’. His occupation
on both George William's Birth Certificate (1866) and John Harris's Birth Certificate (1868) was given as a
‘carter’. At the time of his death, William was a ‘ship steward’.

It was as a steward that William worked on the S.S. John Penn as it steamed its way from Nelson to
Onehunga in late September 1869. Whilst in Onehunga, William hired a horse on 29 September to visit
some relatives residing at Panmure; he returned to Onehunga that evening, restabled the horse, but did
not return on board the steamer, which sailed without him; his whereabouts unknown.

On a return voyage to Onehunga, the 5.S. John Penn carried a letter from William’s wife seeking the
whereabouts of her husband.

A week later, the body of a drowned man was found on the edge of Onehunga harbour. Whilst it was
recognisable as a man’s body, its identity was uncertain but believed to be that of William Kent, a
sometimes occasional ‘resident’ of Onehunga.

‘William Kent’ was buried in Saint Peter’s Church Cemetery, Onehunga on 7 October. (Parish Burial
Register)
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8 October 1869:

Daily Southern Cross, Volume XXV, Issue 3787, 8 October 1869, Page 4
CORONERS' INQUEST, ONEHUNGA.
An inquiry into the cause of the death of William Kent, who was found dead on the Onehunga beach,
was held on Thursday afternoon at the Hibernia Hotel, at Onehunga, before Dr Philson, Coroner, and a
respectable jury, of whom Mr. Codlin was chosen as foreman. The following evidence was taken:

Elizabeth Codlin deposed; | am the daughter of Mr. Codlin, of Onehunga, On Wednesday
afternoon | was walking round the beach towards Mr. Pike's farm, when | discovered the body of
a man lying between two rocks, on a flat, about two hundred yards from high-water mark.

Constable Negus deposed: On Wednesday about 2 o'clock, | received information that the body of
a man was lying on the beach at the back of Bycroft's flour mill. | went to the spot and found the
deceased lying with his face in the mud and quite dead. | procured a dray and brought the body
to the Hibernia Hotel. | think he must have been dead six or seven days. The face was not
disfigured yesterday, nor nearly so much decomposed as today. Deceased was respectably
clothed and was apparently in good health. In the coat pocket | found a Christy Minstrel song,
book, and one cotton glove; no money, watch, or anything else. | saw no marks of violence on the
body. The clothes were in a sound state and not torn. | made inquiries with a view to the
identification of the deceased. Several persons are positive as to its being the body of William
Kent.

Anne Washington deposed: | am the wife of George Washington, a pensioner, residing in
Onehunga. Four years ago, deceased, who was a carpenter, lodged with me for a twelve month.
He was about 50 years of age. He had a wife, and family living in the city of Limerick, Ireland. |
believe Mr Walker the sexton at the Protestant Cemetery, Auckland, is his uncle. He was very
much addicted to drinking.

Charles Moore deposed: | am a carpenter in Onehunga. | recognised deceased as William Kent. |
saw him alive about two years since in Onehunga.

James Foy also recognised the body as that of William Kent and deposed that he saw him last at
the Thames about a year since.

There being no evidence as to deceased having been seen in Onehunga within the last few days, the jury
returned an open verdict of “Found dead, without marks of violence.”

14 October 1869:
Daily Southern Cross, Volume XXV, Issue 3792, 14 October 1869, Page 4

Our Onehunga correspondent writes: - Considerable doubt has arisen with respect to the identity of a
man found dead on Onehunga beach, and on whose body an inquest was held. At which, several
witnesses were most positive as to its being the body of a man named William Kent. It now appears,
that a person named William Leonard, who was a Steward on board the ‘S.S. John Penn' on her last trip
to the Manukau, hired a horse to visit some relatives residing at Panmure and that he returned in the
evening and put the horse back into the stable, but did not return on board the steamer, which sailed
without him.



The steamer, on her return to the Manukau on Tuesday, brought a letter from Leonard'’s wife, expressing
surprise at his non-appearance, and making inquiries as to what had become of him. The description
given both by the officers of the ‘John Penn’ and the relatives at Panmure agrees exactly with the
peculiarities of the body found. The identity being still undecided, it is hoped that if William Kent, who
was lately working as a carpenter, at Shortland, is still alive, he will at once communicate with the police
at Onehunga.

29 September:
Nelson Evening Mail, Volume IV, Issue 258, 2 November 1869, Page 2

LEONARD. 29 September 1869 from drowning at Onehunga, Auckland. Mr William LEONARD of Nelson
aged 29 years.

BDM Records: has an entry for William Kent (aged 50) as dying on 6 October 1869; but no entry for the
death of William Leonard.

The Saint Peter’s Burial Register has the following words penned next to the William Kent entry:
‘supposed not to be William Kent but the steward of a steamer.’

[, (Christine Jenden) have been unable to find death entry for William LEONARD. In an interview with
Aunty Annie LEONARD (wife of James Wallace (Wally) LEONARD - William LEONARD's grandson) told me
that William was a ship’s steward and drowned on his way back to join his ship. She said there had been
a letter of apology sent to his widow (Anna LEONARD) stating that there had been a mix up and William
had been buried under the wrong family name.

The following newspaper articles refer to William Leonard’s involvement in the Nelson community:

Nelson Examiner and New Zealand Chronicle, Volume XXVI, Issue 13, 29 January 1867, Page 3

AN APPEAL. - One of those accidents which are of almost every-day occurrence and entail only
transient vexation and annoyance upon those who are well dowered with the good things of this
world, but which press most heavily upon those of our fellow beings who are less fortunately
circumstanced, occurred on Saturday morning to an inhabitant of this city, named William Leonard. It
appears that only last week he had, out of his hard-earned savings for some time past as a carter,
been enabled to purchase a horse and carriage for the conveyance of passengers. On Friday night, he
had been thus employed by several of the guests present at the dinner given at the Bank Hotel, by the
members of the Provincial Council, and left his horse in the stable adjoining his cottage, to all
appearances perfectly safe and sound. The next morning, however, he discovered that, during the
night, the poor animal had by some means broken one of its fore legs so badly that no alternative
remained but to shoot it immediately, the veterinary surgeon giving him no hope that it would ever
again be serviceable. In order to assist Leonard, who is well-known, as an industrious and deserving
member of the community, it has been suggested that a subscription should be raised with a view to
replace the animal of whose services he has thus been deprived, and so to enable him to continue his
business without loss of time. The object seems a thoroughly legitimate one, and we trust that the
promoters of this scheme will meet with all the encouragement which it deserves.

Nelson Evening Mail, Volume ll, Issue 272, 16 November 1867, Page 2

At the Resident Magistrate's Court this morning, William Leonard was charged with driving on the

Haven Road without lamps on Thursday night. It appeared that the defendant had been employed to




take his Lordship Bishop Suter to the Waimeas and had returned late on the evening of Thursday,
having conveyed the Bishop to the port, and was consequently without lamps. He was fined 10s and
costs.

Nelson Evening Mail, Volume ll, Issue 277, 22 November 1867, Page 2

LOST: A front-seat CARRIAGE CUSHION, between Brook Street Bridge and the Port. Any person having
found it and leaving it at this office or at the Trafalgar Hotel, will oblige WILLIAM LEONARD.

Nelson Evening Mail, Volume lll, Issue 80, 4 April 1868, Page 2

To the Editor of the Nelson Evening Mail.

Sir - Finding that the fact of my having left St. Mary's Church on Sunday evening last, sometime after
the conclusion of the Rev. Father Garin's address on Fenianism, has been very injuriously
misinterpreted, | beg leave publicly to state that | did this, by no means desiring to show my
disapprobation of Father Garin's sentiments, with which | heartily agree, but, as he is well aware, in
order to join a party of friends, all Protestants, who had met at my house that evening, my youngest

child having been baptized at St. Mary's in the morning. | am, Sir, Yours: William Leonard.

In 1875, Hannah married again — to Giovanni POLITTA. She lived the rest of her life in the Tasman area,
(Nelson, Motueka, Atawhai, Nelson) and died on 20 October 1920.

She died and was buried as Anna Sophie LEONARD in Wakapuaka Cemetery, Atawhai, Nelson, together
with her four children who died as infants.



