
 

DEAN James Alexander and McLENNAN Catherine 

Royal New Zealand Fencible Corps 

these biographical notes were curated by John McAlpine  
and they await confirmation/correction, and further detail/expansion from family descendants … 

James Alexander DEAN, son of James (1) and Elizabeth DEAN, was born in Speymouth, Scotland, c.1803-

1804. James (1) was a gamekeeper. 

Catherine McLENNAN, daughter of James and Jane McLENNAN, was born in Dublin, Ireland c.1815. 

In 1827, when he was 23 years old, James (2) joined the 79th Regiment of Foot (the Queen's Own 

Cameron Highlanders) a line infantry regiment of the British Army. He served his time in Canada until 

1836. On his return home he spent time in Glasgow, Scotland, before transferring to Dublin, Ireland. 

Whilst in Dublin, James (2) met and married Catherine McLENNAN.  

Their first child, Jean, was born in Halifax, England (1840). They then moved to Gibraltar where their son 

James (3) was born in 1844, and their second daughter Margaret in 1845. 

James (2) was discharged from the Army at Chatham, Kent, England in 1846. Within a few years, he 

decided to enrol with the Royal New Zealand Fencible Corps to serve in New Zealand. (The Royal New 

Zealand Fencible Corps were retired soldiers from Britain and Ireland, often referred to as 'pensioners', who 

enlisted as a military reserve to act as a 'defence force' for the protection of the early settlers in the fledgling 

town of Auckland. The word 'Fencible' comes from the word 'defence' which this detachment of retired soldiers 

was required to do, as opposed to a unit of fighting men). 

March 1849 saw James (2), Catherine, and their three young children boarding the ship Berhampore. 

They were five migrants among 80 ‘pensioners’, 67 women, and 101 children. The Berhampore left 

London on the 7th of March 1849 on the long journey to New Zealand; it didn’t pause at any port 

between London and New Zealand, arriving in Auckland on the 16th of June 1849. 

Shortly after their arrival in Onehunga, James (2) and family were granted a plot of land at the corner of 

Grey and Queen Streets, Onehunga. 

James (2) and Catherine gave birth to three more children in Onehunga: 
John: born 28 Nov 1850; married Amelia Burton 6 April 1880; fathered 12 children; 

died 3 June 1936 (was living in Cameron St, Onehunga, at the time of his death); 
was buried in Waikaraka Cemetery 

George: born 7 June 1853 and baptised at Saint Peter’s Church, 7 Aug 1853  
Catherine: born 17 Jan 1855; aged 20 years married Joseph VISCOVICH (sometimes 

written Viscoch) on 11 June 1874; died, aged but 30 years, 11 January 1885; 
buried in St Peter’s Cemetery (see her biography on this website). 

James (2) lived until he was aged 84, dying at the couple’s home in Mount Smart Road, Onehunga on the 

5th of June 1887. Two days later, his body was taken to be buried in Saint Peter’s Cemetery (Plot 369). 

His wife Catherine lived another nine years. Aged 81, she died on 3rd October 1896 at their home in 

Mount Smart Road and her body was taken from there the following day to be buried with her husband. 

(Plot 369). 


