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CARAMAN Sarah Jane (nee PEARCE) and her son CARAMAN Natale John 

these biographical notes were curated by John McAlpine,  
and they await confirmation/correction, and further detail/expansion from family descendants … 

Sarah Jane PEARCE, daughter of John PEARCE and Elizabeth REECE, was born (22 Sept 1859) at Big 

Muddy Creek in the Waitakere Ranges bordering the Manukau Harbour, Auckland, where John her 

father worked as a sawyer. She was baptised at Saint Peter’s Church, Onehunga on 5 July 1862. 

Her husband-to-be, ‘Bozo’ Natale CARAMAN, son of Nicholas and Ellen CARAMAN, was born 18 April 

1852 in Dubrovnik, Croatia.  

Sarah Jane married Natale CARAMAN on 27 July 1883. 

Together they gave birth to five children: 

Natale (jnr) John b. 14 June 1884 d. 29 September 1893 

Elizabeth Catherine b. 2 Aug 1885 

Hepzibah Delilah b. 15 July 1889 

Vinzenzo George b. 8 Oct 1893  d. 27 Nov 1918 

Leslie William  b. 10 July 1897 

Tragedy struck the family when the eldest child Natale (jnr) John, born 1884, died when he was only 

nine years and three months old. The circumstances surrounding his death were so unclear that initially 

it was believed that he may have eaten something poisonous (see Lyttleton Times, 30 Sept 1893, p. 2).  An 

Inquest proved that to be an erroneous belief.  

NZ Herald 2 Oct 1893: 

Death of a Boy from Lockjaw: 

An inquest was held at the hospital on Saturday afternoon before Doctor Philson and a jury of six, of 
whom Mr. Thomas Holmes was chosen as foreman, to inquire into the circumstances surrounding the 
death of the boy Natale Caraman (son of Mr. Caraman, second officer of the Northern Steamship Co’s SS 
Gairloch) who died at the hospital the previous evening. 

The first witness called was the father of the boy. He deposed that he first noticed the boy was not well 
on the 24th when he did not take his breakfast as usual. The boy attended Sunday School twice that day. 
On coming home in the evening, he would not have any tea and went to bed at half-past 6 pm. During 
the night he heard his son crying. He complained of being cold and and witness covered him with the 
blankets. Next morning, witness had to leave for his work and did not return until the Wednesday when 
he found the boy very ill and been attended by Doctor Scott. Acting on the advice of the doctors, he had 
the boy removed to the Hospital. He did not think that the boy had swallowed any kind of poison. There 
was not any fish or preserves of any kind in the house. 

Doctor Scott stated that he was called in to attend the lad at half-past eight am on the Wednesday. The 
boy complained that he was in pain. Witness diagnosed the case to be one of tetanus, the cause of which 
was not obvious. He consulted with Doctor Girdler, and he agreed with his opinion. Witness thought that 
the cause of death was tetanus and not the result of poison. 

Doctor Lyttle, in his evidence, stated that he had consulted with Doctors Girdler, Erson, MacKellar, and 
Knight, and they all considered the case to be one of tetanus. Witness said that there was a small scratch 
on the sole of the boy's right foot but there was no trace of any foreign object such as glass, nail, or 
thorns. The boy died at ten pm on the 29th. Doctor Lyttle stated that he had made an examination of the 
body: death was not caused by poisoning, or any violent cause. 

The jury returned a verdict in accordance with the medical evidence. 
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Natale (jnr) John CARAMAN was buried in Saint Peter’s Cemetery, 1 Oct 1893 (Plot 024). At the time the 
Caraman family were living in Arthur Street, Onehunga. 

Natale John’s father, Natale (snr), had been a member of the Onehunga Branch of the Order of 

Foresters (a Society that provided financial and social benefits as well as support to their members and 

their families in times of unemployment, sickness, death, disability and old age). He died, after a period 

of severe illness, on 10 July 1907 and was buried in Waikaraka Cemetery (see NZ Herald 11 July 1907). 

Natale (jnr)’s brother Vinzenzo George died of pneumonia, 27 Nov 1918, aged 15, and was buried with 

his father in Waikaraka Cemetery. At the time, the Caraman family were living in Queen Street (currently 

The Mall), Onehunga. 

Sarah Jane CARAMAN lived until she was 87. She died on 25 June 1946 and was buried with her son 

Natale (jnr) in Saint Peter’s Cemetery (Plot 024). 

 
 
 

 

 

 


