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BRYANT James Samuel and daughter Mary Jane 

these biographical notes were curated by John McAlpine,  
and they await confirmation/correction, and further detail/expansion from family descendants … 

James Samuel BRYANT (usually known as ‘Samuel’), son of James BRYANT (snr) (1783-1857) and Mary 

HAWKINS (1783-1835), was born on 13 March 1824, in Wellington, Saint John, Somerset, England, and 

christened there on 4 April 1824. 

Aged 19 years (12 August 1844), Samuel enlisted with the British 58th Regiment of Foot in Taunton, 

Somerset, England, serving in that Regiment until discharged on 30 September 1857. It seems that he 

came to New Zealand shortly afterwards. 

On 25 September 1862, Samuel (aged 25 years) married Jane Elizabeth HERBERT (nee DEAN: born c. 

1840 in Yorkshire, England.) (aged 22 years) in Saint Peter’s Church, Onehunga.  

It was Samuel’s first marriage,  and Jane Elizabeth’s second marriage. She was already a widow when 

she married Samuel. Her first husband was James HERBERT.  

 James HERBERT (aged 25 years) and Jane Elizabeth DEAN (aged 18 years) had been married in 

the Onehunga Methodist Church on 15 December 1858. Tragedy struck within two months of 

their wedding. On 8 February 1859  James committed suicide by hanging himself; he was 

possibly unaware that his wife was newly pregnant with their first child - Charles HERBERT - born 

16 September 1859. 

James HERBERT (a sailor) was buried in Saint Peter’s Cemetery, Onehunga (Plot 353) on 9 

February 1859. 

Samuel and Jane Elizabeth BRYANT were parents to nine children:  

Mary Jane  b. 22 Feb 1864 bapt. 27 March 1864 St Peters Church, Onehunga   d. 1965  
James Samuel  b. 12 June 1867 bapt. 23 June 1867 “ 
John   b. 17 Feb 1869 
William  b 1870 
George   b. 27 July 1872 bapt. 15 Sept 1872 “ 
Charlotte Jane  b. 10 June 1874 bapt. 26 July 1874 “ 
Catherine Margaret b. 26 June 1876 bapt. 3 Oct 1876 “ 
Elizabeth Elsie  b. 25 Oct 1878  bapt. 5 Jan 1879 “ 
Robert   b. 29 Jan 1882  bapt. 26 March 1882 “, born 17 Sept 1858 

It is most probable that Charles HERBERT was incorporated into this burgeoning BRYANT family – from 

its earliest beginnings. 

In the church ‘Baptism Register’ Samuel’s occupation was given as ‘labourer’. 

Deaths and Burials: 

Samuel and Jane BRYANT’s first child, Mary Jane, died 24 Feb 1865, aged one year, and was buried in 

Saint Peter’s Cemetery, Onehunga (Plot 331). 

Samuel, aged 73, died in Onehunga on 17 Feb 1898 and two days later was buried with his daughter 

Mary Jane (Plot 331). 
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Auckland Star, 18 Feb 1898: 
Bryant: On February 17, at Queen Street, Onehunga, James Samuel, beloved husband of Jane Bryant, in his 74th 
year, of the 58th Regiment. The funeral will leave his late residence at 2pm on Saturday 19th.  

 

Jane Elizabeth (nee DEAN) BRYANT died 7 May 1904, 

and was buried in the Waikaraka Cemetery, Onehunga. 

NZ Herald: 10 May 1904 
Bryant: On May 7, 1904, at the Auckland District Hospital, Jane Elizabeth, relict of the late Samuel Bryant, in 
her 69th year. The funeral will leave her son's residence: Catherine Street, Onehunga, for the Waikaraka 
Cemetery to-day (Tuesday) at 2.30 pm. 

 


