BRIERLY Walter Henry and Edward John

these biographical notes were curated by John McAlpine,
and they await confirmation/correction, and further detail/expansion from family descendants ...

Walter Henry BRIERLY and Edward John BRIERLY were the eldest and second-eldest sons of John
BRIERLY (1853-1919) and Martha McCAULEY (1863-1932).

They are the only members of John and Martha’s family buried in Saint Peters Cemetery, Onehunga.

Walter Henry BRIERLY was born on New Years Day 1881 and baptized at Saint Peter’s Church,
Onehunga on 6 February the same year. Six days after his sixth birthday, he died a sudden and tragic
death:

Auckland Star, 11 Jan 1887:
Brierly: On January 7, from injuries received by kick from horse, Walter Henry, eldest son of John and Martha
Brierly, Newmarket; aged 6 years.

NZ Herald: 28 January 1887:

On the 8th of January an Inquest was held at the Hospital, before Dr. Philson, Coroner, on the body of Walter
Henry Brierly, a boy six years old, who was killed by being kicked by a horse on the 4th of January. It appeared
that deceased with two other boys were playing at cricket in Whisker's paddock, Newmarket, when the ball
was struck close to a horse which was grazing near. Deceased ran after the ball and tried to drive the horse
away that he might get it. The horse kicked him on the head and as was subsequently discovered, inflicted with
a compound fracture of the skull. The boy was not conscious afterwards; he was taken to the Hospital by his
father and died there on the 7th of January. No blame appeared to be attached to anyone concerned, and the
jury returned a verdict of ‘accidental death.’

Edward John BRIERLY was born 1883. The exact date of his birth is unknown; it may be that his birth
was never registered, yet there is no doubt that he existed. He never married and ‘died after a short
illness’, aged only 25 years.

Auckland Star: 11 January 1908

BRIERLY: On January 9, 1908, at Onehunga. Edward John, the dearly beloved son of John and Martha Brierly, in
his 26th year. The funeral will leave his parents' residence, Symonds Street, for St. Peter's Cemetery to-morrow
(Sunday) at 3.30 p.m.

John and Martha BRIERLY gave birth to three more children:

Henrietta b. 6 Feb 1887
Violet Catherine b. 6 July 1888
W . o Of Thomas Walter b. 11 Oct 1890
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Walter Hency Brivriy John BRIERLY died aged 64, on 28 Dec 1919.

SWs ‘g, (VP BAimES Yo v anK Martha BRIERLY died aged 70, on 20 Jan 1932.

& At the time of their deaths, both were living in their home, 25
Symonds Street, Onehunga.
Both were buried in Waikaraka Cemetery, Onehunga.




