
BRIERLY Henry (Sergeant) and CONNELL Catherine 

Royal New Zealand Fencible Corps 

these biographical notes were curated by John McAlpine,  
and they await confirmation/correction, and further detail/expansion from family descendants … 

Henry BRIERLY (Brierley) was born c.1804, at Roscrea, Tipperary, Ireland.  

Catherine CONNELL, daughter of James CONNELL and Eleanor HEALEY, was born c.1814, in Youghal, 

County Cork, Ireland. Her father was a Sergeant in the 49th Regiment of Foot (British Army).  

Henry enlisted in the same 49th Regiment of Foot, serving in that Regiment for 21 years (including time 

in Spain, the Cape, then 12 years in India and Afghanistan, and finally two years in China.) Military 

Records describe Henry as : height, 5 foot 10 inches, black hair, gray eyes, fair complexion, a laborer of 

good character, a Sergeant, discharged at end of service, with a medal and gratuity.  

During his time in India, Henry married Catherine: 8 June 1829, in Bengal, India. Catherine was aged 14 

at the time. Both her parents died during a plague, perhaps before Henry and Catherine’s wedding. 

Henry and Catherine gave birth to six children (the first two were born in India): 

Catherine (jnr): b. India 
William:  b. India 
Thomas:  b. Ireland, 1846 
Henry:   b. London, 1848 
John:     b. Onehunga, 7 Nov 1853 
James:   b. Onehunga, 26 August 1856 

Henry, Catherine, Catherine (jnr) William, Thomas and Henry (jnr) arrived in Auckland on the ship 

Berhampore, 16 June 1849, having left England on 7 March 1849.  

They settled at Onehunga, but also briefly lived in Panmure.  

In 1853, Henry held a grazing licence at Onehunga. He was also a committee member in the Provincial 

Council,  and also a Warden of The Hundred of Onehunga for several terms. 

The family were members of the Church of Ireland and, whilst living in Onehunga, worshipped at Saint 

Peter’s Church. At the time of both Henry and Catherine’s deaths they were living in Trafalgar Street, 

Onehunga. 

Henry died on the 30th of March 1890, aged 86 years, and according to the pay register he still owned 

his allotment at Onehunga, plus 60 acres at Maraetai. He was buried in Saint Peter’s Cemetery. 

Catherine (aged 73) died three years later (13 April 1893) and was buried with Henry. 

 

 

Walter Henry BRIERLY and his brother Edward John BRIERLEY  

were the sons of John BRIERLEY and Martha …. see their biographies on this website 

 

 
 


