BATES (BEATES) William and WHITELY Harriet

Royal New Zealand Fencible Corps

these biographical notes were curated by John McAlpine,
and they await confirmation/correction, and further detail/expansion from family descendants ...

William BATES, son of Joseph BATES and Catherine BROOKES, was born and baptised c.1804 in

Aughave, Brooksborough, County Fermanagh, Northern Ireland.

Harriet WHITELY (or Whitley) was born ¢.1810, and baptised 1 November 1815 in Leam, County
Fermanagh, Northern Ireland.

On 19 April 1822, William (then a ‘weaver’, aged c.18 years) enlisted as a carabinier with the 6th
Dragoon Guards (a cavalry regiment of the British Army). After 21 years of military service, he was
discharged on 30 June 1843 (with chronic rheumatism and a chronic cough).

The following year (on 27 Aug 1844) William and Harriet were married at Derryvollen, County
Fermanagh, Northern Ireland.

They were parents to five children: (the first three were born in Derryvollen)

Joseph: b. 2 Aug.1845, Leam bapt. 5 Aug 1845, Derryvollen died 1897 NZ
William Henry: b. 25 Jan 1847, Leam bapt. 4 Feb 1847, Derryvollen died 1885 NZ
Mary Anne:  b. 30 July 1848, Leam bapt. 1 Aug 1848, Derryvollen died 1934 NZ
Charles: b. 26 May 1851, Onehunga bapt. 22 June 1851, St Peter’s died 1899 NZ
Thomas: b. 7 Feb 1853, Onehunga bapt. 20 March 1853, St Peter’s died 1894 NZ

Not long after Mary Anne’s birth, William (snr) signed up as a Fencible soldier destined for New Zealand.

(The Royal New Zealand Fencible Corps were retired soldiers from Britain and Ireland, often referred to
as 'pensioners', who enlisted as a military reserve to act as a 'defence force' for the protection of the
early settlers in the fledgling town of Auckland. The word 'Fencible' comes from the word 'defence’
which this detachment of retired soldiers was required to do, as opposed to a unit of fighting men).

William and Harriet, together with their children Joseph, William Henry and Mary Anne sailed from
London on the Oriental Queen, 16 May 1849, and arrived in Auckland 18 September 1849.

William laboured at various jobs in Onehunga to support his family, including as a groom (of horses).
Either in Ireland or New Zealand he was kicked by a horse and suffered significant injury to his left side.

After some years of service as a Fencible, William was granted a section of land on Mount Smart Road,
Onehunga. (Those that arrived on the Oriental Queen established their homes in the area that was
known as the ‘Back Settlement’, now known as Te Papapa (an area lying between Alfred Street and
Mount Smart Street, southward as far as the shoreline).

William (snr) died on 9 October 1866 in Onehunga (8pbm Records) and was buried in Saint Peter’s Cemetery,
Onehunga.

Harriet died on 29 November 1894 in Devonport, in the home of her son Joseph, the then Anglican vicar
of Devonport, Auckland. Her body was brought back to Onehunga to be buried with her husband
William.

NZ Herald: 30 November 1894
BATES: On November 29, 1894, at Devonport, Harriet Bates, relict of the late Mr. William Bates, aged 84 years.
Private interment at St. Peter's, Onehunga.




